LOBARE

LABOU Rm_REPO RT

No. 54 1968 and 1969

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS
- CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA



Col
[TIREN

P

LABOUR REPORT

No. 54, 1968 and 1969

Prepared under instructions from the Honourable the Treasurer by
1. P, O'NEILL

ACTING COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS

CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA
REFERENCE No. 6.7



Printed by the Government of the Commonwealth by W. G. Munray,
Government Pripter, Canberra



PREFACE

This Labour Report, which is the fifty-fourth of the series issued by this Bureau, contains
detailed statistics for the years 1968 and 1969, in addition to providing comparisons
with previous years.

The Report follows in the main the lines of its immediate predecessors in scope and
arrangement. The subject-matter has been divided into five chapters, namely, Retail Prices
and Price lndexes; Wholesale Prices and Price Indexes; Wages and Hours; Employ-
ment and Unemployment (including Industrial Disputes); and Labour organisations,

New material in this issue includes the results of Surveys of Weekly Earnings and Hours,
October 1968 and 1969. These are shown in Chapter III. The results of a survey of Child
Care, May 1969 are included in Chapter IV,

1 thank the Deputy Commonwealth Statisticians for rheir assistance in collecting
statistics contained in this Report. My thanks are also tendered to employers, trade union
secretaries, officials of Commonwealth and State Departments and others who readily
supplied the information.

J. P. O’NEILL
Acting Commonwealth Statistician
Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics,
Canberra, A.C.T. 2600, September 1970



SYNOPSIS

CHAPTER 1. RETAIL PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES page
Collection of retail price information R . . . . . . . . . 1
Nature of retail price indexes—
1. General . . . . . ' . . . . B . 2
2. Weighting . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
3. The list of ilems . . . . . . . . . ' . . 3
4, Essential features . . . . . . . . . . 3
5. Effects of changing condluons on mdexes . H . . . . . . 3
Purpose and use of retall price indexes—
1. General . ' . . . . f f 3
2. Price indexes I'or mdmdual cmes . . . . N . . ' . 4
3. Price indexes and purchasing power . N . . . . ' . 4
4. Use of price indexes by industrial tribunals . . . . . . . 4
Previoas retail price indexes—
1. General . . . . . N N . . . . . N . 4
2. The ‘Court’ |ndex . . ' . f . . . . . . . . 3
Copsumer price index—
1. Introduction . . . . R . B . . . . . . . 5
2. Origin . . . . . . . . . . . 6
3. Purpose, scope and composmon-—
(i) General . . . . N . . . . . . . 7
(ii) Composmon and wmghtmg . . . . . . . N ' . 7
(iii) Index numbers compiled . N . . . N . . . . . @
{w) Sub-groups and special groupings . . . . . . . . 9

4. Structure—
(i A chain of linked indexes . . . . f . . . . . . 10
(i) Comparison of the linked series ., . . ' . . . . . . 10
{iti) Basis of weighting . . . 1

5. Prices and standards—
(i} General . ' . N . . . . . . . 13
i)} Bargain and sa]e pnces, etc . . . . . . . . . . 13
(iii} Specification of standards . . . . . . . . . . I3
(iv) Continuity of standards . . . . . . . . . . . 14
6. Notes on some index componenls—
(i) General . . . . . . . . . f . N B 14
(ii) Groceries . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
{iii} Seasonal clothing :tems . . . . . . . . . . . 15
(iv) Fuel and light . . . . . . . . . . . . N 15
(v} Houscheld applmnces . . . . . . . . . . 15
(vi) Fares . . . . . . . . . N . . 15
(vii) Motoring . . . . . . AN . . . . 15
{vii) Health services . . . . . . . . . . . 15
7. The housing group—
) General . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.3
(i) Rent of privaiely owned houses . . - . . . . . . 7
(1) Rent of privately owned fats . . . . . . . . 17
(iv) Rent of government owned houses . . . . . . . . 17
{v) Home ownership, general . . . . . . R . .= 18
{v1) House price . . . . . . . . . . . 18
(vii) Rates . . . . . . . . . . . 18
{vin) Repairs and malntcnancc . . . . . . . . . 1%
{ix) Special aspects of Canberra housmg group . . . . . . . . 19
8. Publication of consumer price index munbers—
(1) General . . . . . . . . B 20
{iiy Tabular statements of mdex numbers . . . . . . . . 20

2. Change of reference base . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
10. List of items and weights . . . v . . . . . . . . 20
Retail price index nwrhers, 19011969 . . . . . f . N . . 42
Interpational comparisons: Refail price index numbers . . . . . . . . 43



I SYNOPSIS
CHAPTER 2, WHOLESALE PRICES AND PRICE INDEXES
General . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Wholesale price (basic materials and foodstufls) index—
1. Generat ., . . . . . . . .
2. Index opumbers .

‘Wholesale price index of electrical installation materials—

1. General . . . . . . . .

2, Commodities and grouping . . . . . . .

3. Price quotations . . . . . . . . . .
4. Method of construction . . . . . . . .

5. Index numbers . . . . . . . . .

Melhourne wholesale price index—
General . . . . . . . . . . . .

Intervational comparisons: Wholesale price index numbers

‘Wholesale price index of materials used in building other than house building—

I. General . . . . . . . . . . . B
2. .Scope and Composition . . . . . . .
3. Base Period and method of caleulanon . . . . .
4. Denvation of items and weights . . . . . . . .
5. The weights . . . . . . . . .
6. Prices . . . . . . . ' ' . . .
7. Index numbers . . .. . . . . . . .

CHAPTER 3, WAGES AND HOURS
Rstes of wage and hours of work—
. *General | . : . . . . . . .

-

Indcxes of minimum weekly and hourly wage rates and standard hours of work

3 Waek]y wage rates, adult males—
(i) Industry groups, Stutes

(i) Summary, States . . . . . . . .
{iii) Tndustry groups, Australla . . . . . . .
(iv) Components of wage rate . . . . .
{v} Commonwecalth awards, etc., and Stale awards, elc. . . .

4, Weekly wage rates, adult females~=
(i} [ndustry groups, States . . . . . . . '

{it} Surmmary, States B . . . . . .
(it} Indusicy groups, Australld . . . . . .
5. Hourly wage rates—
(1) Adult males . . PN . . . . . .
{1} Adult females . . . . . . . . . .
6. Standard hours of work—
(N Ceneral . . . . . . . . N . .
(it} The 44-hour Week . . . . . . . .
{iif} The 40-hour Week . . . . .
(iv} Weighted average slandard weekly hours of work . . .
Average weekly eamings . . . . . . . . . .

Surveys‘of walge mt'os. earnings and hours—
* 1. General .. . . . . . .“ . . . N
2. Survey of wage rates and earnings, September. 1960 . . . .
3. Survey of weekly. carnings, October 1961 . . . . .
4. Survey of weekly earnings, Qctober 1965 . . . . . .

- e ww

page
a5

45
46

47
47
a7
47

49
49

51
51
5
51
52
54
55

65
65

68
T
72
4
74

75
77
79

79
85

89
89

9
94

96

- 4



SYNOPSIS

CHAPTER 3. WAGES AND HOURS—continued
5. Surveys of weekly earnings and hours, Qctober 1962 to 1964, 1966 to 1969—

(i) General .

(ii) Coverage .

{1ii) Comparability of results

({iv) Definitions

{v) Average earnings and hours, mdustry groups—States and Austraha

Arbitration and Wages Board Acts and associated legistation—
1. General . .
2. Laws regulating mdusmal matters
3. Methods of administration—

(iy Commonwealth
{ii)} States

4, New legislation and specml reports—

(i) Commonwealth . . . . . .. . .
{ii}—(viii) States and Terntones .

Incidence of industrial awards, determinations and collective agreements, May 1968—
1. General . . . .
2. Coverage .

3. Comparability of results
4. Definitions

Determination of wage rates in Australia—

1. General . . . . . . . . .
2, Commonwealth basic wage . . . . . . .
3. Commonwealth basic wage rates for females . .
4. Basic wages in Australian Territories—
(i) Australian Capital Territory . . . . . . . . .
(ii) Morthern Territory PO . . . . . . . .
5. Commonwealth wage margins . . . . . . . . '
6. Commonwealth work value inquiries . . B . . . . - .
7. Commonwealth total wages . . . .
8. Commonwealth mininmum wages . . . . .
9. Equal pay, Commonwealth awards, etc.—

(i) Equal pay cases 1969 .
{iiy Equal pay, metal trades award

Determination of wage rates in State awards, etc.

1. New South Wales . . . . . . . '

2. Victoria . . . . . . . . . . . .

3. Queensland . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4. South Australia . . . . . . . . . . . .

5. Western Australia . . . ' . . . . .

6. Tasmania . . . . . . . . . . . .

7. Equal pay, State awards, ele. . . . . . . . . . .
Annual leave— . )

1. General . . . . . . . . . . .

2. Commonwealth . Lo . . . . . . . . . . .

3. New South Wales . . . . . . . . . . .

4. Victoria . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

5. Queensland = . . . . . . . . . . . . .

6. South Australia . . . . . P . . . . .

7. Weslern Australia . . . . N . . . . . .

8. Tasmania . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Viy
page

10

102
102
102
104

126
126

126
129

131

L1313

133

134
135

143
143

144
145

147
148
149

149
152

152
154
154
155
156
158
158

160
160
161
161
161
161
162
162



wiii SYNOPSIS

CHAPTER 3. WAGES AND HOURS—continied

Long service leave—
1. Gzoaeral . . . . . .
2. Commonwealth—

(i) Geperal . . .
(iiy Australian Territories .
{iii) Stevedoring indusiry .

3. New South Wales . . ' .
4. Victoria . . . . . .
5. Queensland . . . . .
6. South Australia . . . .
7. Western Australia . . . .
8, Tasmania . . . ' . N

Child endowment in Auvsiralia . . . .

CHAPTER 4. EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT

The labour force . .

The Population Census——

I. General . . . . . .

2. Occupational status . . . .
3. Occupation and industry . . .
4, Industry . . . . . .

5. Industry and occupational status .

6. Occupational status, age and marital status
7. Qccupation . . . .

The population suwvey . . . . .
The labour force survey . . . . .
Survey of child care. May 1969

Employed wage and salary earners—
1. General . . . . . .
2. Total civilian employees and defence forces
3. Civilian employees—
(1) Australia—Indusiry groups
(i) States and Territories—Tolals
(iii} Austratia, 1947 to 1970
{iv) Private and Government .
4. Government employees—

(i) States and Territories . .
(ii) Australia . . . .

PR

Commoowealth Employment Service—
1. General . . . . B N
2. Persons registered for employment .
3. Job vacancies . . . . .

Commonwealth anemployment, sickness amd special benefies—

1. General . . . . . .
2. Rates of benefit P . .

3. Unemployment benefit—

(i) Number on benefit . . .
(ii) Amounts paid . . . .

s ox v w

*

. b v o=

. e 0w

* b o

. o+ o= s

L]

page

162

163
164
164

165
166
167
167
t68
168

169

172

172
173
174
175
177
180
180

183
183

131

197

158
199
200
200

b |
200

202
203
204

M

205

206
206



SYNOPSIS

CHAPTER 4. EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT—continned

llldtlst]:iﬂ] disputes—
1. Gengral . A . . . . + -+ . . . -

2. Indusiry groups—
(i) States and Territories . . . . . . . .

(ii) Awustralia . . . ' . B . . . N
3. States and Territories . . . R . . . . .
4, Duration—

(i) General . . . . . . . . . . .

(ii} Industry groups . . ' ' N . . . .
(iii) Summary, 1965—1969 . . N ' ' N . .

5. Causes— )
{i) Classification . . . . . . . . . .
(ii) Industry groups . . . . . . . .

(i) Summary, 1965—1969 . . . . . . . .
6. Methods of settlement—
(i) General . " . " . . . . . . .

{in) Industry groups . . . N ' B . . .
{iii) Summary, 1965-1969 . . . . . N . .

7. Analysis by workers involved . . . . . . . .
8. Analysis by total working days lost . . . . . . .

lodustrial accidents . . . ' f . . . . . .
Workers® compensation legislation . . . . . . . . .

CHAPTER 5. LABOUR ORGANISATIONS
Labour organksations in Australia—

1. General . . . . . . . . . N . .
2. Trade Unions—

(i} General . . . . . .

{1} Number and membershlp .

(i} Number of members and proportion of wage and salanr eamel's
(iv) Classification according to number of members . . .
(v) Interstate or Federated Trade Unions . . . .

3. Employer and employee organisations registered under industrial arbltratson acts, ete.

4. Central labour organisations—

(i} Trades and labour councils . . . . . . .

{ii) Australian Council of Trade Unions . . .

(iii) Australian Council of Salaried and Professional Assoc:auons .

{iv} Council of Commonwealth Public Service Organisations .

(¥} Council of Professional Associations . . . . . .
Intermtional Labour Organlsation—

. General . . . . . . . . . .

2 The International Labour Conferenoe—
(i) General . . . . . . . . . . .

{ii) Recent sessions . . . . . . . . .
3. Governing body . . . . . . . . .
4. Industrial committess . . . . . . . . .

5. LL.O. conventions and recommendations—

(i) General
{iiy Conventions ratlﬁed by Australla

APPENDIX

Section 1. Average retail prices of food and grocery items, each capital city, monthly, 1968 and

1969 . . .

and 1969 . . . . .
' 1. Wage and salary earners in civilian employment, Slatcs and Terrltorles
18870470—B

IT. Average retail prices of food in prmclpal cities: Auslralla and other countries, 1963

page

207

207
213

217

218
218
221

222
222
223

224
225
28

229
230

230
231

244

244
244
247
248
249

250

251
252
253
252
253

254

254
254

255
235

256
257

259

273
279



Section [V. Wage and salary earners in civilian employment: industry groups, Australia, males

V.

YL

VIL
Vil
IX,

. 8
XL
XII,
XIil,

XIV. General Increases in award ‘total wages* . . . .
XV. Industrial disputes, Australia, 1913 to 1969 . . . .

The iabour force
' Weighted average minimum wage rates: adult males . . .
Weighted average minimum wage rates: adult females . " .

Average weekly earnings

SYNOPSIS

APPENDIX—continued

* - . - . .

- L] - - - .

Miui_mum rates of pay: adult males 31 December 1968 and 1969 .
Minitmum rates of pay: adult females 31 December 1968 and 1969

Comunonwealth basic wage rates—1923 to 1967 . .

- L}

State basic wage rates: adult males and adult females . . .
Minimum wage—-adult mates—Commonwealth and State awards .

XVI. Trade unions: number and membetship, Australia, 1912 to 1969 .

INDEX

L}

*

L3

- " - L] - L}

GRAPH

Industrial disputes, Australia, 1957 to 1969: Working days lost—Industry groups

poge
283
286
292
300
303
307
328
335
339
347
348
350
357

358

215



